
High Potential Opportunity
Mining

An opportunity to extract tomorrow’s high-technology metals  
and become part of a thriving and growing mining service and  

supply chain
Cornwall, a world-class mining district with an abundance of metal and mineral deposits 
 that are sizeable and accessible



Executive Summary: An opportunity to extract 
tomorrow’s high-technology metals to satisfy the 
demands of the global 4th industrial revolution

The global imperative to develop next generation technologies and applications is 
driving the demand for base and high-technology metals. Changes in technology 
towards electric vehicles and battery storage are driving a new “super-cycle” which is 
expected to result in increased demand for metals vital to such technologies. 
 
Cornwall has a rich metal endowment that has been exploited in the past for metals 
such as tin and copper. Today, there is growing recognition of the potential for other 
metals such as lithium and cobalt. As an example, Cornish Lithium announced that 
it has produced, in conjunction with partners Wardell Armstrong and the Natural 
History Museum its first lithium carbonate from its Trelavour project; helping to 
meet the massive demand expected from the transition to electric vehicles. 
 
New exploration and mining techniques have the potential to revitalize the 
mining industry in this region. 
 
The rich heritage of mining in Cornwall has left a legacy of mining experience and 
expertise ready to assist companies wishing to invest in the area. Such experience 
also includes capabilities to meet the environmental obligations associated with the 
modern mining industry. 

Demand  
The global demand for high-technology metals to fuel the 
4th industrial revolution

Innovation 
Supported by the development and deployment of new 
technologies and processes

Assets 
A world class mining district with a strong mineral 
endowment of metals which are vital to modern 
technologies



Executive Summary: 
…Cornwall’s strong endowment of metals, long history of extraction and supportive local and 
national government make the area highly attractive for exploration and extraction of vital 
technology metals

Cornwall offers an integrated and growing supply chain and a skilled mining workforce, all at competitive costs.  
We provide professional support to investors at both national and local levels.

Cornwall, a world-class mining district 
and a springboard for you to exploit new 
mining opportunities.

All the Skills you need now and in 
the future: direct access to a core of 
the UK’s highly skilled mining students, 
professionals and capability.

Access to a supply chain of 110+ 
companies that are already supporting 
a developed and growing mining cluster 

in mineral, china clay extraction and 
processing and geothermal exploration 

and drilling.

With a strong mining heritage in 
Cornwall there is public support for 

your mining investment.

A consistent supply of industry 
ready quality graduates, through the 
University of Exeter and Camborne 
School of Mines; offering you a world 
leading capability in mining, geosciences, 
environmental and social.

Innovation on your doorstep: 
Access Camborne School of Mines 
and Plymouth University’s pipeline 
of innovation, to ensure successful 
commercialisation of your new 
technologies and processes.

Cornwall is the most prospective region 
in UK for deep geothermal energy, 
including electricity generation with an 
integrated approach to the development 
of its georesources.

Access to highly mineralised areas 
which have not benefitted from 
modern exploration. This provides the 
opportunity to open new mines which 
are focused on vital technology metals.



Cornwall is an ideal location to access  
this opportunity…

Cornwall is a county in the South West of the UK with a population 
of over 500,000. The administrative centre of Cornwall is the city of 
Truro.  
 
Cornwall is noted for its outstanding natural environment and 
geology and is one of the most highly mineralised areas in the UK. 
There are world-class china clay operations, in addition to granite and 
aggregate quarries.  
 
There are currently three main active metals exploration projects, for 
tin at South Crofty and Redmoor and for lithium in the central area of 
Cornwall.



And is a key part of the UK Mining Sector

The UK is a world leading and innovative provider of solutions across the 
full mining lifecycle. 
 
The UK’s Industrial revolution was fuelled by recovering the wealth of 
natural resources within the British Isles and the UK’s mining sector has 
developed into a world leading and innovative provider of solutions across 
the mining lifecycle. 
 
With London’s position as the world’s leading source of mining finance, 
this legacy has led to the creation of world leading services, delivery 
and equipment supply chains. UK companies help set the guidance and 
frameworks to support Governments, mine owners and mine developers 
to create the appropriate climate to attract the investment needed to 
recover natural resources in accordance with international standards 
and best practice. They provide products and services across the mining 
lifecycle and this expertise is exported around the world. 
 
UK based mining companies and service providers are leaders in setting 
global standards for Environment, Social and Governance (ESG) in the 
mining industry worldwide.

The UK has:
• Well developed policies on the management of  

natural resources

• Management of ‘natural capital’ and environmental assets at a 
national level

• A leading position on increasing resource efficiency and reducing 

pollution and waste including secondary raw materials management  



With wider government green agenda and supply chain 
resilience initiatives

The UK Government’s ten point plan sets out the approach government 
will take to build back better, support green jobs, and accelerate the UK’s 
path to net zero. 
 
The ten point plan will mobilise £12bn of government investment, and 
potentially 3 times as much from the private sector, to create and support 
up to 250,000 green jobs. 
 
The mining sector has a crucial role to play in the delivery and success of 
this plan – the region’s natural assets will support acceleration of the shift 
to zero emission vehicles through supply of high-tech metals for novel 
battery technologies.

“From 2030 the UK government will end the 
sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans”

Covid-19 and the UK’s exit from the European Union has 
accelerated the UK Government’s plans for developing a 
resilient supply chain that is less dependant on imports. 
Cornwall mining sector’s provision of high-technology 
metals to industry ensures an enhanced domestic 
pipeline of technology innovation and development  
in the UK.



A clear pipeline of opportunity in both size and scale

A clear pipeline of opportunities in Cornwall 
and beyond exists for mining, exploration and 
service companies like you. Click the icons to 
find out more about the key opportunities for 
your business

RISING GLOBAL 
DEMAND FOR 

METALS

ABUNDANT 
RESOURCES

INNOVATION & 
TECHNOLOGY



Global demand for high-technology metals is surging 
due to the 4th industrial revolution

The continuous ambition to develop next generation 
technologies and applications is driving the global commercial 
demand and price for base and high-technology metals – key 
elements in many of these manufacturing activities

Increased demand for technology metals is expected to exceed the 
capacity of current mines around the world – thus creating significant 
opportunities to source such metals from Cornwall

Increased demand for technology metals is expected to exceed the 
capacity of current mines around the world – thus creating significant 
opportunities to source such metals from Cornwall

Many industry observers predict that the technology super-
cycle will have a profound impact on demand for base metals 
such as copper and tin and an even greater impact on metals 
such as lithium and cobalt

tin price rise over last 30 years increase in demand for 
lithium over next 6 years

500% 400%

Technologies and applications 
include:

• The global switch to electric 
vehicles and associated battery 
technologies.

•  The ongoing move towards 
electronic devices connected by 
the “internet of things” which 
require miniaturised batteries.

• The move towards renewable 
energy and associated power 
storage batteries.

High-technology and base metals 
used in these industries and 
found in Cornwall include:

Copper

Lithium

Indium

Tungsten

Tin

Cobalt

Zinc

Silver



Deposits of high technology and base metals are waiting 
to be extracted in a world-class mining district
The rich history of mineral extraction, current activities in china clay mining and the 
recent recognition of the potential for technology metals creates the perfect investment 
environment in Cornwall for now and the future.

Cornwall has a long and successful history of mining, quarrying and mineral 
processing – and has been an ongoing focus of geological studies and 
engineering advancements in metalliferous mining. 
 
The presence of thousands of historic mines in Cornwall is testament to the rich 
mineral endowment of the region. Innovations in exploration and extraction 
technologies are revealing the potential for new mining ventures in the county. 
This includes deep geothermal exploration and drilling. 
 
Cornwall has a rich endowment of many of the metals used in modern 
technologies and is one of only five large-scale lithium enriched granites 
worldwide. 
 
Investment in Cornwall’s mining resources can deliver a secure source of supply 
in a country where it is easy to do business and the rule of law prevails.

The advent of modern exploration and extraction techniques open up new possibilities for Cornish mining
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And Cornwall is at the heart of the electric vehicle 
battery supply chain opportunity

As a result of the Government’s ambition to keep the UK at the 
forefront of electric car development, they are actively supporting 
industry on the development of the latest technology for electric 
car batteries. 
 
Mining consultancy firm Wardell Armstrong who are working with 
experts at the Natural History Museum and mining firm Cornish 
Lithium have recently announced it has produced its first lithium 
carbonate from it’s Trelavour project, helping to meet the massive 
demand expected from the transition to electric vehicles. This 
demonstrates Cornwall’s potential to be at the heart of the 
electric vehicle battery supply chain. 
 
These new technologies are central to the UK Government’s 
ten point plan for a green industrial revolution to drive green 
innovation and put the UK at the forefront of the industries of the 
future. 



Supported by the development and deployment of  
new technologies and processes
The widespread mineral endowment of Cornwall represents an opportunity for the deployment of new exploration and extraction 
methods in an area which has not seen significant exploration for many decades. The current success of china clay mining in the region 
has ensured an established and growing supply chain. As a result the service sector is geared up and ready to work with you to assist 
in commercialising your technologies and processes.

Renewed interest in metals extraction in Cornwall is creating rising demand for the R&D, innovation and deployment of new technologies and processes that will 
make this possible, including:

Exploration and surveying 
activities – 
satellite mapping and applications, 
advanced spectral resolution and accuracy, 
3D imaging technologies, remote sensing-
based exploration, geological mapping using 
drones etc

Blasting, Drilling and Extraction – 
blasting technologies such as micro-
explosives + computer-assisted-design, 
robotic & automated drills, efficient shaft 
and tunnel boring systems, autonomous 
haulage systems, plasma technology for 
increasing precious metal yields etc

Digital 
An opportunity to develop and deploy digital 
technologies, including autonomous vehicles, drones, 
3D printing, wearable technologies etc

Internet of Things 
An opportunity to create new ways of maintaining 
mine safety and productivity by improving 
traceability and visibility of the entire mining 
operation + enabling computers to observe, identify 
and understand different facets of mining operations 
without human intervention

Processing – 
remote processing, early gangue rejection, 
sorting technology, selective recovery and 
pre-concentration through gravity separation 
and flotation of coarse particles etc

Sustainability and water 
management – 
remote processing, early gangue rejection, 
sorting technology, selective recovery and 
pre-concentration through gravity separation 
and flotation of coarse particles etc

Source: Mining-technology.com, 2018 Deloitte Report – 
Mining Industry Trends and Challenges



The compelling case that makes the Cornwall the right 
choice for your business:

Cornwall 
An excellent location to explore for “Hi-Tech” and base metals 
mining opportunities. Read on to see how you can capitalise on 
these strengths to ensure your success in the mining sector

CLUSTER
LOGISTICS 

NETWORK AND 
LOCATIONS

SKILLS & 
RESEARCH

GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT

COMPANIES 
WHO HAVE 

CHOSEN 
CORNWALL



Join a vibrant and growing local cluster of firms 
operating internationally
A clear customer, partner and supply base 
for you to directly access 
 
Cornwall’s world class mining heritage and current operations in kaolin, 
mineral extraction and processing and geothermal exploration has 
generated a dynamic and established cluster of mining expertise offering 
unique advantages to investors like you

110+ Cornwall Mining Alliance members that 
provide the capabilities you need!

A strong and vibrant mining cluster with a broad range of 
capabilities across the supply chain including:

• Geological Services

• Mining Engineering and Surveying

• Mineral Processing

• Environmental Services

• Analysis and Testing

• Software and Digital



A fully integrated logistics network

DIRECT ACCESS TO CORNWALL FROM KEY LOCATIONS
Fly to Cornwall from leading UK and European locations including London, Manchester, Belfast, Dublin, Copenhagen and Stuttgart.

CONNECTING YOU TO CUSTOMERS 
AND SUPPLIERS BY RAIL

Several through trains to London and the Night Riviera sleeping 
car service. Three services each day to destinations across the 

UK including Aberdeen. 

WITH VALUABLE SUPPLY CHAIN AND 
DEPLOYMENT SUPPORT

Accessible through 7 strategically located  
ports in Cornwall including the rail  

connected port of Fowey.

WITH ULTRAFAST CONNECTIVITY TO 
ENSURE YOUR BUSINESS RUNS 

TO SPEED
Access the world’s largest rural fibre broadband network. For 

more information visit: www.superfastcornwall.org/

1 hr 
flight time from  
London Heathrow

Cornwall has the infrastructure and connectivity to 
support and drive your business forward.



Coupled with locations to enable rapid growth

A key component of Marine Hub Cornwall, the Cornwall 
Marine Enterprise Zone is a world class base for marine 
businesses, comprising of over 15 hectares in three 
primary locations: Hayle Harbour, Falmouth Docks and 
Tolvaddon.

The Aerohub Enterprise Zone at Cornwall Airport 
Newquay covers both airside and landside development 
sites. This includes the state-of-the-art airport facilities 
for aerospace and space businesses, as well as a 50 acre 
serviced Business Park for related activities. Both sites 
are investment ready and have access to  
exceptional connectivity.

Goonhilly Enterprise zone is home to a world class 
space asset with a long history of world firsts and is 
increasingly making its presence felt in the rapidly 
growing commercial space sector. Recent investment 
from private and public sources have created an exciting 
investment opportunity in satellite technology and 
launch capabilities.

Marine

Aerohub

Goonhilly

Enterprise Zones
Whether you want to launch or grow your business, the 3 Enterprise 
Zones (EZs) across Cornwall will provide the best possible conditions 
to succeed. Despite having specific sector focuses, opportunities 
exist for mining companies to take advantages of setting up including 
access to: 

• A varied mix of available space: from Grade A office space to large 
development areas with full planning permissions

•  Skills, sector clusters and R&D/Academia

•  Financial support including Grant Aid, Enhanced Capital Allowances, 
Business Rate Support and Property Development Grants

•  Transport networks to other parts of the UK, mainland Europe and 
beyond

•  Next Generation Broadband and superfast ICT networks 

Available Sites 
Cornwall offers investment and growth 
sites of every type, size, price and location. 



Access world-class research and the skills you need  
to succeed

Cornwall provides you with access to the skills you need, now and for the 
future. The world renowned Camborne School of Mines provides a steady 
stream of industry ready graduates… 
 
…and cutting edge R&D programmes in Cornwall are also addressing key 
industry issues including technology, training, sustainability, exploration, 
extraction and processing. 
 
Click the icons to the right to find out more about how our people and 
institutions can support your mining business.



With leading institutions developing a pipeline of 
talent for now and your future
Higher Education Institutes in Cornwall and Devon are supporting a steady pipeline of graduates educated for the mining sector

Camborne School of Mines, part of the University of Exeter is a 
world-class combined mining school and geoscience department. 
 
Provides academic education and professional multidisciplinary training 
in geoscience, mining, environmental, social and business skills, with 
courses at undergraduate and post graduate level. 
 
Research and teaching is carried out in collaboration with industry 
partners, who range from members of the Cornwall Mining Alliance to 
overseas companies and governments. The campus now facilitates links 
to the Environment and Sustainability Institute. 
 
In neighbouring Devon, Plymouth University School of Geography, 
Earth & Environmental Science has a long-established reputation for 
international excellence in teaching and research, particularly in relation 
to mining sector activity.

The quality of life and easy direct access to the outdoors ensures 
Cornwall is a prime relocation region – attracting people from 
across the globe to set-up, live and work.

2018/19 students in areas related 
to the mining industry: 

 
Geology – 650 students 

 
Physical Geographic Sciences –  

695 students 
 

Engineering inc mining, mechanical 
and electronic – 1,720 students

Graduates from Exeter 
and Plymouth Universities 
with degrees relevant to 

the mining sector (geology, 
physical geographic sciences 

and engineering)

Source: Mining-technology.com, 2018 Deloitte Report – 
Mining Industry Trends and Challenges

3,000 + 900 +



Complemented by access to world-class research
Developing your people and your next generation of product. 

Exeter University - Camborne 
School of Mines
The School’s research covers the full mining 
life cycle from fundamental geology to mining 
engineering, processing and environmental and 
social aspects. It emphasises South West England 
Georesources, Intelligent and automated mining, 
Safety and social licence, Critical and high-
technology raw materials. 
 
Research projects vary in size from large 
international research consortia funded by the 
European Union and UK Research Councils, 
through PhD projects, to smaller targeted 
contracts and student project work. 
 
Topics of particular research interest include 
Mining engineering and Geotechnics, Ore 
deposits and Critical Metals (including South West 
England), Minerals Processing and Geometallurgy, 
Deep time Global Change and Mining Education.

Plymouth University - School 
of Geography, Earth & 
Environmental Science
Research areas relate to the mining industry in 
the South West UK and extend from pollution risk 
assessment, source apportionment, mineralogy 
and geochemical transformation of potentially 
toxic elements on mine sites to pathways (fluvial 
and aeolian) and receptors (terrestrial, biological, 
aquatic) of pollution, as well as toxicology and 
remediation.

The School specialises in:

• Environmental analytical chemistry, in 
accredited laboratory facilities

• Assessment and monitoring of contamination 
related to mine sites

• Development of remediation strategies

Deep Digital Cornwall
Led by the Camborne School of Mines (CSM) 
with the Institute for Data Science and Artificial 
Intelligence at the University of Exeter, will 
conduct research and champion innovation with 
40 of the region’s SMEs.

A new physical research hub will be created 
on the University of Exeter’s Penryn Campus, 
offering a state-of-the-art 3D modelling and 
visualisation suite with dedicated researchers, 
innovators and business development specialists.

Deep Digital Cornwall will carry out research 
into digital technologies and, in partnership with 
regional SMEs, develop new digital products, 
processes and services to enhance SME offerings 
to sectors including mining, geothermal, civil 
engineering, surveying and water resources, 
heritage, planning and more. 



Strong government support for mining in Cornwall  
and the wider UK

The UK has a vibrant industry network offering support 
and advice for companies operating in the UK mining 
industry. 
 
Click one of the options to the left to find out more 
about our industry bodies and to see why leading 
international mining companies choose to locate in 
Cornwall.

Local Support  
in Cornwall

DIT Support Mining Industry 
Bodies

Export Support



With support from the Cornwall Mining Alliance 
offering local knowledge and global expertise
…plugging you in to the right companies, services and people…

Support
Become part of exceptional cluster of 
innovative businesses, organisations 
and experienced professionals providing 
services to all aspects of mining and 
related industries in the UK and around 
the world. 
 
The Cornwall Mining Alliance can 
connect you with these experts and 
provide you with the right people for 
the job. The Cornwall Mining Alliance 
– offering you local knowledge, global 
expertise. 
 
Coupled with support from partner 
organisations including the Cornwall 
Chamber of Mines and Minerals & the 
Camborne School of Mines. 

110+ members can provide 
you with services including:
• Geological

• Mineral Processing

• Mining Engineering & Surveying

• Software and Digital

• Environmental and Social

• Contractors and Supply Chain

• Analysis and Testing

• Mines & Quarries

• Energy

• Research and Training

• Mining Heritage



Local support guiding your investment
Cornwall Trade and Investment will help your business navigate this High 
Potential Opportunity in Cornwall and make every step of your move into 
the region as seamless and productive as possible. 

Local Knowledge
Answering your questions and helping you 
better understand:

• Where your company will fit into the local 
business environment 

• How to navigate the unique HPO 
opportunity that exist within the region 

• How you can get the most out of working 
and living in Cornwall 

Start-up Support
Start-up support and the organisation of a 
first- hand visit:

•  Set up meetings with relevant contacts 

•  Identify key locations to visit in the region 

•  Help you get a true glimpse at what your 
working life will look like in Cornwall

Start-up Support
Helping you identify and introduce you to:

•  Like-minded peers in the region 

•  Local peer groups and events 

•  Potential collaborative partners

Accessing Talent
• Understanding your talent needs and 

identifying ways to:

•  Best fill your vacancies in the region 

•  Tap into reliable local talent sources 

•  Market your jobs to a growing pool of high-
quality talent

Finding the Perfect Location
Helping you find the right business premises:

•  Upcoming and existing large developments

•  Hotspots for companies working in the 
mining sector in the region

•  Resources that may be available to help 
you construct your own premises 

Growth Support and Funding
Supporting your growth ambitions:

• Government and European-funded 
business growth initiatives 

• An expanding private equity and 
investment community

Cornwall Local Industrial 
Strategy
Mining has been highlighted by Cornwall as 
a priority sector for investment and growth 
in their Local Industrial Strategy. The sector 
is already connected to innovative circular 
economy approaches, especially in the St 
Austell area, and the region has the potential 
to be a flagship area for ‘climate-smart 
mining’, attract ethical investment and to 
develop the value chain additions such as 
processing and recycling capabilities in CIoS. 

“Harnessing our expertise as 
well as the critical minerals 
necessary for the low-carbon 
transition, in a sustainable 
way.”



Support from the Department for International Trade

Read on to see how this combines with local government to provide you with world class support services.
Real companies. Real experience. Real value. 

YOUR MINING 
BUSINESS

VISIT PROGRAMMES PROPERTY OPTIONS

FINANCIAL ADVICE FINANCIAL ADVICE

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS ACCESS TO ACADEMIA

UK SUPPLIERS & PARTNERS
(UK & OVERSEAS)

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT

REGULATION
MARKET INFORMATION



The wider UK’s mining industry bodies enabling quick 
and easy access to suppliers, partners and customers
For comprehensive support and advice, click any of the industry bodies below.

Cornwall Mining Alliance The Geological Society
Institute of Explosives 

Engineers
Construction Equipment 

Association 

British ExpertiseInstitute of Materials,  
Minerals and Mining

Mine Training and Rescue
Mining Association of  
the United Kingdom 

Association of  
Mining Analysts

Camborne School  
of Mines

Association of British Mining 
Equipment Companies

Energy Industries Council 

British Chemical  
Engineering CA

Institute of Quarrying
Cornish Chamber of  
Mines and Minerals

British Geological Survey

https://cornwallminingalliance.org/
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/
https://iexpe.org/
www.thecea.org.uk/
www.britishexpertise.org/
https://www.iom3.org/
https://www.mrsl.co.uk/
www.mauk.org.uk/
www.ama.org.uk/
emps.exeter.ac.uk/csm/
www.abmec.org.uk/
www.the-eic.com/
https://www.bceca.org.uk/
www.quarrying.org/
www.ccmm.org.uk/
www.bgs.ac.uk/


And world leading mining expertise in the UK offering 
easy access to international networks

The Opportunity
The UK is a global leader in the mining services sector, and companies 
operating here are in a position to capture significant share in mining 
markets around the world. 
 
UK companies deliver innovative and world leading solutions across 
the mining lifecycle, from initial scoping studies through all phases 
of feasibility and detailed mine design, and ultimately construction 
and operation. This makes the UK the partner of choice in mining 
developments across the world.

DIT Export Support
A growing number of UK-based companies are exploiting these markets and there are a 
number of ways the UK can help support your venture overseas. 
 
The Department for International Trade can help you increase your presence in markets 
overseas, develop international partnerships and guide you through any challenges in 
accessing markets.

Export Support in Cornwall
Export for Growth is a comprehensive business 

advice service to help you access free support into 
making more sales overseas – working alongside 

the Cornwall Mining Alliance.



Companies are already exploiting the opportunity 
throughout Cornwall, you can join their success. 

Source: Mining-technology.com, 2018 Deloitte Report 
– Mining Industry Trends and Challenges

Click to view each case study:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



Imerys

IMERYS’ activities in Cornwall focus on Kaolin (China Clay) extraction and 
processing with the UK being the world’s 3rd largest producer and exporter of 
Kaolin after Brazil and the USA. 
 
Whilst IMERYS has a global presence with over 250 sites in 50 countries, in 
Cornwall it produces approximately 1.2 million tonnes of kaolin each year.  
 
The company employs around 1,000 people and operates in over 20 active 
quarry and industrial facilities as well as being a key component of the global 
research and development organisation.w

IMERYS is the world leader in mineral-based specialties for industry, transforming 
a large variety of minerals into high value specialty products for the industry using 
sophisticated technical processes.
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IMERYS china clay operations in Cornwall currently 
produce approximately 1.2 million tonnes per annum. The 
operational area, to the north of St Austell, extends to an 
area of approximately 4000 hectares.

Read more case studies:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



Cornish Lithium

The company is primarily focussed on extracting lithium from known occurrences in brine and in hard rock. Cornish 
Lithium is also evaluating the potential in Cornwall for other metals particularly those which are vital to modern 
technologies such as electric vehicles and power storage batteries. 
 
Cornish Lithium has assembled rights to explore in brines across over 300km of the county. The company is currently 
compiling and digitising various sources of historic data to evaluate the optimal locations for extraction boreholes to be 
drilled. 
 
In September 2020 the company announced plans to open a pilot lithium extraction plant at the United Downs Deep 
Geothermal Project, in collaboration with Geothermal Engineering Limited through their  joint venture GeoCubed. The UK 
Government has invested in the project through the Getting Building Fund. 
 
In December 2020, the company announced that it had acquired a technology licence from Australian listed company 
Lepidico, which provides them with a metallurgical processing solution for lithium extraction at the Trelavour project. 
In February 2021 the company embarked on its largest round of drilling to define the extent of the lithium carbonate 
resource identified in previous exploration work.

Cornish Lithium is using modern exploration techniques and digital technology to re-evaluate Cornwall’s mineral potential in the 
light of the battery revolution. 
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The GeoCubed pilot plant will use Direct Lithium Extraction (DLE) technology 
to recover lithium from geothermal waters at GEL’s United Downs Deep 
Geothermal Project in Cornwall. 

Read more case studies:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



Cornish Metals TSX-V/AIM:CUSN

Cornish Metals flagship project is the past producing South Crofty underground tin mine in 
Cornwall, UK. South Crofty is arguably the most important historical tin mine in the UK and 
hosts one of the highest grade tin resources globally. 
 
The project has a valid mine permit (to 2071) and planning permission to construct a new 
process plant. After receiving a water discharge permit in October 2017, the project is now 
fully permitted. 
 
Cornish Metals plans to bring the project to a production decision and complete a 
feasibility study in parallel with the mine dewatering process. 
 
In April 2020, the company report the discovery of a new zone of high grade copper-
tin mineralisation located between the historic United Mine and Consolidated Mines at 
Cornish Metals United Downs exploration project, Cornwall UK. The discovery was made in 
drill hole GWDD-002, drilled by Cornish Lithium.

Cornish Metals Inc. is a Canadian mineral exploration company focused on building a strategic metals 
company in the United Kingdom and North America.
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Cornish Metals announced the discovery of high-grade copper and tin 
mineralisation at its United Downs project on April 6, 2020 – 14.69m grading 
8.45% Cu, 1.19% Sn and 0.15% Zn.

Read more case studies:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



Cornwall Resources

Cornwall Resources is a subsidiary of Strategic Minerals plc, a British company listed on the London 
AIM market (SML.L). 
 
CRL is targeting a potentially economic high-grade resource through combination of new drilling and 
substantial previous data. In doing this, CRL has a “Zero Harm” strategy – not compromising Health, 
Safety, the Environment or Community strategy. 
 
Following a program of drilling in 2017, CRL were able to successfully increase the Redmoor Inferred 
resource to 4.5Mt at a grade of 1% Sn Equivalent (resource dated 20 March 2018,SRK (UK)). Work is 
now underway to further expand this resource. 
 
A further drill program was carried out by CRL in 2018, aimed at targeting deeper ‘Target’ potential. 
12 holes were drilled for 7,370 m. All 12 holes intersected mineralisation, thus confirming the 2018 
resource model. An updated Inferred mineral resource dated 14 February 2019 was produced and 
totals 11.7 mt @ 0.56% WO3, 0.16% Sn, and 0.50% Cu, at a cut-off grade of 0.45% (SnEq). 

Cornwall Resources Limited (CRL) are actively exploring for tin, tungsten, and copper at the Redmoor 
project, located near to Kelly Bray in east Cornwall.
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On a contained metal basis, the Redmoor Mineral Resource now ranks the 
number one largest undeveloped tin-tungsten underground mining project 
(applying a cut-off grade of 0.45%).

Read more case studies:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



British Lithium Ltd

A pilot plant is being built in 2021 to demonstrate real-world conditions and produce samples 
for customer acceptance. 
 
British Lithium is developing its innovative Li-SepÒ technology to firstly concentrate the 
lithium-mica that occurs in granite without the use of acid, and then to extract the lithium 
carbonate from the mica with minimum carbon emissions and waste. 
 
Having invested heavily in ongoing metallurgical test work and process design, British 
Lithium is using specialist equipment to build a bespoke state of the art, 3,800 sq. ft. lithium 
laboratory in Roche. 
 
BLL’s technology is benchmarked to all existing producers (by Roskill Sustainability monitor) 
and promises to have the lowest carbon production per tonne in the world. 

British Lithium Ltd is one of the first companies in the world to be progressing commercial extraction 
of lithium carbonate from the mica in granite and the first in the UK to commence drilling operations. 
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Based in the St Austell area, British Lithium has been awarded more than 
£2.9m from the Government’s Sustainable Innovation Fund and a £500,000 
Innovate UK Smart Grant.

Read more case studies:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



Cornish Tin Limited

These 26 former producing mines achieved historic production grades in excess of 5.5% Sn and produced over 42,000 tonnes of tin metal. 
They closed in the 1870s not through lack of tin but due to protracted litigation between mineral owners. Copper was also produced. 
 
The mineral rights complexities have prevented anyone from taking the Project forward since the 19th century, but these have now been 
resolved, and Cornish Tin has comprehensive rights to explore for and extract all ores and minerals within its Project Area including tin, 
copper and lithium, and geothermal energy. 
 
The company is raising GBP 1.8 million for its Phase 1 diamond drilling program to commence in 2021 (approx 7,000 metres in 33 drill holes) – 
focus is on extensions to known mineralisation - leading to a Pre-feasibility Study. 
 
Ongoing research aiming to operate future extraction/processing as a net zero carbon operation: committed to GREEN MINING powered by 
sustainable energy.

Cornish Tin is an early stage exploration company advancing its high grade tin project -The Great Wheal Vor Project, in the Mining District of Breage, 
Cornwall.  
 
“the richest in tin of all the Cornish mines, probably the richest tin mine which has ever been worked in the world” (Hamilton Jenkin, writing in 1929). 
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“…when they were abandoned there was still a great amount of entirely 
unexplored ground in the very heart of the area and there were lodes known 
at surface on which little or nothing had been done in depth” (Jack Trounson, 
1963, reporting on The Great Wheal Vor Mines).

Read more case studies:

Imerys Cornish Lithium

Cornwall ResourcesCornish Metals

British Lithium Cornish Tin



We’re dedicated to finding the right fit for  
your business

The Department for International Trade and local partners are here to 
support you in navigating the opportunities across the UK – to find the 
right fit for your business. 
 
Based on our experience of investors like you, this attractive opportunity 
demonstrates the strength and depth of capability available locally and 
in central Government to support you, and maximise your mining and 
technology investment in the UK. 
 
For investors interested in considering high value options further – 
we provide a bespoke service tailored to your needs from investment 
inception, right through to aftercare support. 
 
We pride ourselves in developing long-term relationships with our clients, 
predicated on a full understanding of their needs.

Contact DIT’s Investment Services Team
W: invest.great.gov.uk/int/contact 
 
E: enquiries@invest-trade.uk 
 
T: +44(0) 207 000 9012 
 
For more information on how to set up a business in the UK, please visit 
the website


